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REVIEWS 


Britannica book of the year 
[1938] prepared under the editorial 
direction of Franklin H. Hooper and 
Walter Yust. 28% cm. Chicago, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., c1938. 
xviii, 749p. $10. 

This “record of the march of events 
of 1937,” as the title page describes it, 
is the first of a series of annual supple- 
ments to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
which has heretofore been supplemented 
only by the periodical World Today, 
issued by the same publishers from Octo- 
ber 1933 until December 1937. 

A calendar for 1938, a list of anni- 
versaries and holidays, and a day by day 


~. 


calendar of chief events of the year 1937, 
p.l-14, precede the main text. Articles 
are arranged alphabetically. 
parison with those in the Americana 
annual and the New international year 
book, the topics are subdivided to a 
greater extent, with entries under more 
specific and popular headings; e.g., Non- 
intervention committee, Federal theatre 
(both entered under more general head- 
ings in the other yearbooks), Jazz, and 
Iron lung. Leading cities of the world, 


In com- 


as well as the chief countries, are the 
subject of separate articles. The discus- 
sions are in general briefer, though such 
articles as “Agriculture” and ‘Wages 
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and hours” cover several pages, and that 
on the U. S. is almost 1+ pages long. 

Biographies of about 70 prominent 
living persons, mainly political leaders of 
all parts of the world, are included, as 
well as information on important persons 
who died during the year. The necrol- 
ogy, entered under Obituaries, is less 
comprehensive than those in other year- 
books, and the individual obituaries 
themselves are generally much briefer, 
referring’ when possible to biographical 
articles in the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
for fuller information. 

Though like the Americana annual 
and the New international year book, the 
1938 Britannica book of the year is pri- 
marily American in its viewpoint, mat- 
ters pertaining to Great Britain are 
stressed to a somewhat greater extent 
than in the other series. For example, 
there are articles not only on American, 
but also on many British, societies and in- 
stitutions, such as the Royal society of 
London, the British museum, and Oxford 
university ; special subsections for Great 
Britain in many articles such as those on 
the religious denominations; and lists of 
British as well as American diplomatic 
representatives to various countries. 

A majority of the articles in the 
Britannica book of the year are signed 
with initials explained in a list at the be- 
ginning of the volume which shows the 
writers to be authorities on these subjects. 

Bibliographies are brief and few in 
number. There are many convenient 
lists, such as those of government de- 
partments and bureaus of the United 
States and Great Britain, rulers of the 
leading countries, etc. The extensive use 
of cross references is a very helpful 


feature. A few articles besides the biog- 
raphies include references to the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica. ‘The index, though 
not so detailed as that for the encyclo- 
pedia, should be useful. A brief table of 
contents and an alphabetical list of 
illustrations have been added in the “2d 
impression” of the yearbook. 

Many interesting and well reproduced 
photographs, 
maps, cartoons, diagrams, and statistical 
tables, appear throughout the 
Many of the photographs are of the “‘can- 
did camera” type, for the use of which 
acknowledgment is made to Life maga- 
zine. ‘There is no list of illustrations. 

The Britannica book of the year is 
strongly and handsomely bound in brown 
fabrikoid and is uniform in size with 
the Encyclopaedia The 
typography is excellent, with entries in 
large boldface type and subheadings 
clearly indicated, so that information is 
easily located. Margins are narrow and 
many of the photographic illustrations 
are printed without margins. 

The dating of the volume according to 
the year actually covered, instead of for 
the following year, would have been 


illustrations, including 


text. 


Britannica. 


preferable. 
The 1938 Britannica book of the year 
is recommended. 


Italian-American who’s who; a bio- 
graphical dictionary of Italian Amer- 
ican leaders and distinguished Italian 
residents of the United States. 3d ed., 
1937-1938. 2 Rector St., N. Y., 
Vigo pr., cl1938. 398p. $15; to li- 
braries $7.50. 

This series, of which the first edition 
was published in 1935, is intended to 
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display the achievements of American 
citizens of Italian birth or extraction. 
Diplomatic and consular officials of the 
Italian government in this country are 
also included. 

The selection of names for inclusion 
appears representative and without polit- 
ical bias, though the preface acknowl- 
edges that “much, of course, remains to 
be done, especially among residents of 
large cities like New York, Philadelphia, 
and Chicago, who do not take an active 
part in Italian-American affairs and are 
practically unknown to the majority of 
their fellow citizens.” Few of the 
biographees appear in Who’s who in 
America, 1936-37 or in other biograph- 
ical dictionaries of contemporaries; for 
instance, only two of those in the A sec- 
tion are found in Who’s who in America. 

A copy of the second or 1936 edition 
of the Jtalian-American who’s who was 
not at hand but comparison between the 
third and first editions shows a consider- 
able increase in the number of biograph- 
ical sketches included in the former ; for 
example, there are in the third edition 76 
persons whose names begin with A and 
in the first edition only 32 such names. 
There are a few entries in the third edi- 
tion under which no biographical infor- 
mation is given but merely a_ cross 
reference to the first or second edition. In 
some cases the biographical sketches in- 
clude a “‘see also” reference to one of the 
earlier volumes; for example, in the biog- 
raphy of Giuseppe Borgese the reader is 
referred to volume II, 1936, for a com- 
plete list of the famous writer’s works. 

An occupational index is included at 
the back of the volume, in place of the 
geographical index found in the first edi- 


tion. According to a descriptive leaflet 
issued by the publisher, both types of 
indexes appear in the second edition. In 
the occupational list in the third edition 
the largest groups are those of clergymen, 
lawyers, physicians and surgeons, and 
public officials. 

The Italian-American who's who, 
1937-38 is recommended for large public 
and college libraries and for individuals 
and institutions having a special interest 
in Italian-Americans. 


Macmillan’s modern dictionary; 
comp. and ed. under the supervision 
of Bruce Overton. 24 cm. N. Y., 
Macmillan, 1938. xiii, 1466p. fab- 
rikoid $3 ; indexed $3.50. 

The publishers offer this new abridged 
dictionary as “the most usable ready- 
reference dictionary ever devised for high 
schools (junior and senior), colleges, 
homes, and offices.” Two of the most 
obvious features intended to support this 
claim are the arrangement of all words 
in a single alphabet and the use of large 
clear type, the entry words being in 
eight-point boldface and the definitions 
in lightface type of the same size. An- 
other feature is the printing of derived 
words and phrases in paragraph or block 
form following a principal entry. Ac- 
cording to the introduction, this method 
is followed in the belief that “it greatly 
contributes to the building of a vocabu- 
lary,” and that it is of “value and inter- 
est to students” and helpful to those 
“whose native tongue is not English.” 

The editor is a collaborator in The 
nations at work, by L. O. Packard and 
others, 1933, and author of the accom- 
panying Work-test book, 1934. 
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Entries number more than 100,000, 
according to the introduction. Current 
usage and popular vocabulary are em- 
phasized. Obsolete words and meanings 
are omitted. New words and phrases 
are included with especial fulness, and 
there are many slang and colloquial ex- 
pressions. Etymologies, given at the end 
of definitions, show only the original 
source of words. In some instances they 
are omitted entirely. The preface states: 
“Few derivations have been included 
which have not the authority of Murray’s 
New English dictionary or Skeat’s Con- 
cise etymological dictionary.” 

Abbreviations and foreign phrases are 
extensively listed, and nicknames and 
other literary allusions may frequently be 
found. Synonyms and antonyms are not 
included. ‘Though the highly specialized 
terms of the sciences and technology are 
omitted, there has been an attempt to 
represent the “not-too-technical vocab- 
ulary of all the sciences.” 

Proper names include biographical, 
geographical, biblical, and mythological 
names. Foreign cities exceeding 100,000 
population and cities of the United States 
exceeding 25,000 are arbitrarily listed, 
besides many others considered suffi- 
ciently important. Population figures 
are up to date. 

Apparently in the interests of simplic- 
ity, the numbers and letters commonly 
used in dictionaries to differentiate the 
various meanings of words are omitted 
here. Special applications of terms to 
the different branches of knowledge, such 
as law, botany, grammar, etc., are also 
less fully and explicitly indicated. 

Pictorial illustrations have been 
omitted entirely, in accordance with the 


editor’s conviction that these features are 
usually added to dictionaries “more 
for embellishment than for utility.” 

The volume is substantially bound in 
attractive dark red fabrikoid with a de- 
sign in gold. 

Though Macmillan’s modern diction- 
ary is apparently sound in its definitions, 
pronunciations, and other information, 
the degree to which it has been simplified 
and popularized lessens its value as an 
authority on the finer points of word 
usage for the student or teacher. The 
pictorial illustrations commonly found in 
dictionaries will be missed here by readers 
who find them an aid in clarifying defini- 
tions. This simplification, together with 
the large clear type and convenient ar- 
rangement in a single alphabet, makes it 
useful for quick reference by readers 
desiring merely the pronunciation, syllab- 
ication, or identification of terms in cur- 
rent use. For such purposes, in the home, 
office, or public library, Macmillan’s 
modern dictionary is recommended. 


University of knowledge; Glenn 
Frank, ed.-in-chief. 24v. 24 cm. 
Chicago, University of knowledge, 
inc. [Consolidated book publishers, 
inc., 537 §. Dearborn, Chicago] 
c1937-38. ‘To libraries, regular bind- 
ing $24.75; de luxe binding $32.75. 
This set is not intended to serve as an 

encyclopedia. Its purpose seems best ex- 

pressed in the following statement in a 

foreword by the editor-in-chief, in vol- 

ume I: “It is the honest belief of the 
editor and publisher that the young men 
and women who read the volumes of this 
series will achieve a broad grasp of the 
major fields of history, science, and the 





\ listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 


%Oo 4 - 


Jury 1938 37 





arts that will give them a breadth of out- 
look, a stimulus to their imaginative 
powers, and a grasp of current affairs 
which will vastly increase the wisdom 
with which they will live and the ef- 
fectiveness with which they will work.” 

The contents are as follows: 

v.l, The earth before man; the story 
of how things began, by Raymond E. 
Janssen ; Fay-Cooper Cole, ed. A survey 
of geology. 

v.ll, The story of man; his earliest ap- 
pearance and development to the portals 
of history, by Mabel Cook Cole and Fay- 
Cooper Cole. A discussion of anthropol- 
ogy, which treats prehistoric man and 
primitive races of modern times. 

v.lll, The dawn of civilization and 
life in the ancient East, by Robert Martin 
Engberg; Fay-Cooper Cole, ed. History 
of Eastern civilizations as reconstructed 
through archeological research. 

v.1V, Selected readings from much 
loved books, by William Lyon Phelps. 
Selections from the author’s What I 
like published in 1933, with the addition 
of illustrations, including scenes from 
motion pictures based on the _ books 
quoted. 

v.V-VII, History of the world; ed. by 
Harris Gaylord Warren. A number of 
authors have collaborated in this record 
of events from ancient times “‘to the fall 
of Shanghai.” 

v.VIII, An outline history of world 
literature, by Walter Blair and associates. 

v.IX-XI, The world we live in and 
the people we live with—travel, written 
and compiled by numerous’ world 
travelers under the direction of Mason 
Warner. Brief sketches, in roughly 
geographical arrangement. 


v.XI1, Great leaders; men and women 
who influenced their times; ed. by Frank- 
lin J. Meine and Harris Gaylord 
Warren. Biographical sketches, alpha- 
betically arranged, of 79 “great figures 
of all time.” 

v.XIII, Great inventors and their in- 
ventions; ed. by John A. Maloney. 
More correctly the title would be “Great 
inventions and their inventors,” as it 
actually traces the development of 46 in- 
ventions, showing the contributions of 
various men to each. 

v.XIV, The story of engineering, by 
J. Gardner Bennett and associates. Dis- 
cussions of the various phases of the pro- 
fession, including mining, transportation, 
industrial engineering, etc. 

v.XV, Wonders of modern industry; 
the story of the machine age; ed. by 
William Norman Mitchell. Descrip- 
tions of 26 different industries, including 
those relating to food, clothing, etc. 

v.XVI, Music and its makers; the 
story of musical expression, by Wesley 
La Violette. 

v.XVII, Trailing animals around the 
world; ed. by Charles H. Seevers. Brief 
sketches arranged geographically by con- 
tinents. 

v.XVIII, Earth and sky; wonders of 
the universe, by Clarence R. Smith and 
associates. A survey of astronomy. 

v.XIX, Exploring the mysteries of 
chemistry and physics, by M. Alden 
Countryman and associates. 

v.XX, The story of living plants; their 
uses and how they grow; ed. by Charles 
E. Olmsted. 

v.XXI-XXIII, dn outline history of 
art, by Joseph Pijoan. Based on the 
author’s well-known scholarly work, 
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though practically rewritten in greatly 
condensed with _ bibliographies 
omitted and recent information added. 
v. XXIV, 4d modern book of wonders; 
amazing facts in a remarkable world; ed. 
by Vincent Starrett. <A 
grouped under such headings as ‘‘Min- 


form, 


miscellany 


eral marvels,” “Laboratory wizardy,” 
“Strange forms of life,” etc. 

With a few exceptions each volume 
contains an individual foreword by the 
editor-in-chief, widely known publicist 
and former president of the University of 
Wisconsin. J. Bradford Pengelly, listed 
as picture editor, is an associate editor of 
the Standard American encyclopedia, 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1938. The set is sold 
through the Consolidated book pub- 
lishers, inc., also distributors of the en- 
cyclopedia. Most of the authors and 
editors of the volumes which make up 
the University of knowledge are affili- 
ated with colleges and universities or 
museums. Several are well known as 
authors. 

The series attempts to invest with 
vivid interest for the general reader the 
chief fields of human knowledge, treat- 
ing them in simple, understandable lan- 
guage and emphasizing their remarkable 
aspects. Each subject is surveyed in a 
broad way, necessitating great condensa- 
tion. Though very popular in style, the 
material as a whole is authoritative and 
up to date, free from serious inaccuracies 
and embodying modern concepts. 

Illustrations are profusely used to en- 
hance the popular appeal as well as the 
usefulness of the volumes. They are 
included throughout the text, which is 
printed on smooth paper. Though the 


illustrations do not attain the excellence 
of plates printed on highly calendared 
paper, they are, with comparatively few 
exceptions, well selected and well repro- 
duced. A few somewhat irrelevant ones 
were noted, mainly in volume IV. The 
large size of the text type also contrib- 
utes to the readable appearance of the 
volumes. 

The set examined is bound in brown 
fabrikoid decorated in red and gold. The 
sewing and joint do not seem substantial 
enough to withstand hard use. 

Though each volume contains a table 
of contents, the absence of indexes and a 
general table of contents makes the series 
of little value for reference purposes. 
Volume numbers do not appear on the 
outside and in most cases may be found 
only in an inconspicuous corner of the 
flyleaf or title page. As the list of con- 
tents shows, the volumes are not as sys- 
tematically grouped according to subject 
as would have been possible. 

Individually the volumes vary con- 
siderably in value. The most common 
fault is a lack of orderliness in the presen- 
tation of information. This is notice- 
able mainly in those volumes represent- 
ing the collaboration of several writers, 
in which the editors have sometimes failed 
to give a satisfactory unity to the mate- 
rial. Volumes I, XV, and XXI-XXIII, 
which are outstanding volumes of the set, 
are notably free from this defect. 

In general the volumes on art, science, 
inventions, and industry seem the most 
interesting and useful of the series. 
Those on literature, biography, history, 
and travel seem the least satisfactory, due 
to their sketchiness and somewhat in- 
effective organization. 
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For the home library of the layman 
desiring an introduction to the chief 
fields of human knowledge, the set as a 
whole seems worth while in spite of the 
uneven value of the volumes considered 
individually. 
as an attempt to bring such information 
within the financial reach of persons who 
are not likely to buy the more costly 
these 


It is especially interesting 


standard volumes or sets on 
subjects. 

For public libraries where funds are 
limited the value of the set as a whole is 
questionable. Such information as that 
on literature, music, history, travel, and 
animal life is available in more satisfac- 
torily organized and attractive form in 
There seems, re- 
grettably, no provision for purchase of 


most public libraries. 


individual volumes, except as newspaper 
premiums, but if libraries can acquire the 
volumes separately, they may find a num- 
ber of great interest for circulation for 


Volumes XXI-X XIII 


are among these. Because of the demand 


home reading. 


for popular yet authoritative surveys of 
industry and science, the volumes on such 
subjects, especially I, XIII-XVI, XIX, 
and XX, also seem particularly good for 
this purpose, as well as for use in junior 
and senior high school collections. Vol- 
ume XV might well be used also in the 
children’s room of a public library. 
The University of knowledge is recom- 
mended with the above reservations, 


Who’s who in commerce and indus- 
try; the international business “Who’s 
Who,” 1938. 23x 18cm. 205 East 
42d St., N. Y., Institute for research 
in biography, inc., c1938. viii, 1010p. 
brown fabrikoid $15. 


The first volume of this series, Who’s 
who in commerce and industry, 1936, re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin for July 1936, was limited to citizens 
of the United States and Canada. “This 
edition,” according to the preface, “is 
world-wide in scope. It includes the 
biographies of 14,830 outstanding com- 
mercial and industrial leaders in every 
country throughout the world.... Only 
the most important executives are listed. 
Generally, the book contains the heads of 
corporations whose net worth is over 
$1,000,000.” 

The extent to which the various coun- 
tries are represented is illustrated by the 
following statistics furnished by the pub- 
lishers: for the United States 8,767 
entries ; England 2,231 entries ; Germany 
589; Japan 528; France 209; Italy 143; 
Belgium 105; etc. Comparisons of the 
entries beginning with the letter “A” in 
Who’s who in commerce and industry 
were made with similar entries in a num- 
ber of other biographical directories, such 
as Who's who in Japan, 1937, the 
Canadian who’s who, 1936-37, Who’s 
who in America, 1936-37, and the bio- 
graphical sections of the “Shipping 
world” year book, 1937, and the Insur- 
ance almanac, 1937. The comparisons 
indicate that while Who’s who in com- 
merce and industry cannot take the place 
of the volumes devoted to special lines of 
business or special geographical areas, the 
general field of business throughout the 
world is well represented. Overlapping 
of entries with those in the International 
who's who, 1938 is negligible. 

Biographies brought over from the 
previous edition of Who’s who in com- 
merce show considerable revision. Few 
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cases of misspelling or errors of fact were 
noted. 

The corporation directory found in the 
1936 edition has been omitted from the 
new volume. A geographical list of the 
names included in Who’s who in com- 
merce and industry, 1938 may be found 
in a companion volume, the International 
business directory, reviewed below. 

Though similarly bound in brown 
fabrikoid, Who’s who in commerce and 
industry, 1938 differs in format from the 
1936 edition in the increased width of 
the pages, on which biographies are 
printed in three instead of two columns. 
Together with the omission of the cor- 
poration directory, these changes in 
format provide for the larger number of 
sketches on fewer pages. The joint ap- 
pears weak for the weight of the volume. 
Margins are very narrow. 

Who’s who in commerce and industry, 
1938 is recommended for larger libra- 
ries and for business libraries. 


International business directory. 
23x 18cm. 205 East 42d St., N. Y., 
Institute for research in biography, 
inc., 1938. 313p. fabrikoid $5 to pur- 
chasers of Who’s who in commerce and 





industry. 

This volume serves as a geographical 
index to Who’s who in commerce and 
industry, 1938, The 
14,830 names in the biographical volume 
are here listed alphabetically by country, 
and under each country alphabetically by 
city. The principal position and business 


reviewed above. 


address are given with each individual’s 
name. The position is not always very 
specifically cited, however. For instance, 
though Thurlow Joseph Campbell is de- 


scribed as “Pres., the Valspar corp.,” 
William Francis Carey is referred to as 
merely “Ry. builder” and Jule P. Carter 
as “Corp. exec.” 

Though the selection of names of 
those engaged in commerce and industry 
in various parts of the world seem sufh- 
ciently representative for the purposes of 
a biographical compilation, such as the 
WV ho’s 
inclusive enough to serve as an adequate 
business directory of all the localities 
listed. 
publishers, there are over 2,000 names 
under New York, about 1,400 under 
London, and 690 under Chicago. Long 
Beach, California, and Le Havre, France, 


who in commerce, it is not 


According to a statement of the 


are each represented by two names, and 
White Plains, New York, by one. 
Reasonable have 


accuracy seems to 


been preserved, The lists are printed in 
double columns on the page. The vol- 
ume is uniform in size and binding with 
its companion volume. 

The International business directory, 
1938, is recommended to those libraries 
whose probable use for a geographical 
index to Who's who in commerce and 


industry might justify the expenditure. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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